Mark Twain's Huckleberry is regarded as a masterpiece in American literature; it is an outstanding example of bildungs novel. In a bildungs novel, readers focus on the adventures of the main character, the hardships and disappointing moments that the main character has had during this journey. However, this journey has a special function, our main character is growing and becoming a mature member of the society despite having all these difficult moments in his/her life. That's why, Twain's Huckleberry Finn is known as a real bildungs novel, because Twain intends to show the process that Huck is going through to become a mature being in the end of the novel. Throughout the novel, the readers recognize the identity transformation Huck after having lots of hardships and sufferings. The main aim of the novel is to make the readers witness the identity construction process of Huckleberry Finn. In this paper, I will be analyzing the quest of Huckleberry by giving specific examples and referring to some genuine examples from the novel itself in order to show Huck's identity transformation from childhood to maturity
INTRODUCTION Mark Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn is one of the most well-known novels which is still being read by many people and taught in many literature departments as well. Briefly, it could be said that the novel only deals with the adventurous life of Huck Finn, however the reality behind those actions or the message which is carried by the book is not so easy to define or grasp. The novel as it is stated below starts with the adventures of Huck, also it could be classified as a continuation book of Tom Sawyer, because in the very beginning of the novel, Huck says: "You don't know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer; but that ain't no matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the truth, mainly." (Twain,1947,17) This novel could be known as adventure stories of a child named Huck Finn, however that is not the reality though. Throughout the book, readers witness the identity transformation of Huck, and also they realize that Huck is not a simple child, he is an important candidate of being an adult. The developing and changing identity of Huck in a two faced society is an important issue that is well worth focusing on. His attitudes as a child in the beginning of the novel change into the attitudes of an adult in the end of the novel.
ADVENTUROUS LIFE OF HUCK FINN
The novel takes place in the town of St. Petersburg, Missouri, which lies on the banks of the Mississippi River. The entire book mainly focuses on the adventures which Huck Finn experiences; the adventures he has while trying to rescue Jim from being a slave in a plantation or trying to escape from his malevolent father. However, all these experiences, one by one contribute to shape Huck's identity throughout the novel. The life of Huck becomes really touching for most of the people after they finish the whole novel. (Twain, 1947, 9) These lines prove us that Huckleberry is not a simple childish story book showing the exciting life of a child. This book appeals to any type of people from anywhere in the universe, because a child or an adult does not matter, as individuals we all witness the identity transformation process of Huck Finn.
When Huck witnesses all these events, he starts to question the identity of Jim which is determined by the society. Huck slowly starts to realize Jim's real identity and it is also very clear in the very beginning, although Huck cannot grasp his identity as a free man, Jim turns into a leader for their journey. A father figure, who can protect and lead him. He aims to protect Huck from the dangers and tries to show the way through their travel. In chapter 9, while they are in the river, they find a house and try to look inside it. But, they see a dead man who is shot two or three days ago, Jim does not want Huck to see this scene and tries to keep him away by saying; "It's a dead man. Yes, indeedy; naked, too. He's been shot in the back. I reck'n he's ben dead two or three days. Come in, Huck, but doan' look at his face ---it's too gashly." (Twain,1947, 81) Jim finds the corpse of the man and this is really scaring for him, as if he is a father figure or a leader trying to keep Huck from any kind of misfortune situation, he kindly warns him and keeps him out of danger.
IDENTITY SEARCH OF HUCK AND JIM
Most of the time, Huck is not able to grasp Jim's real identity, he behaves him as the others behave him. Even, sometimes we see through the book, Huck misbehaves Jim, tries to bully him, tell lies and we can say that in these scenes, Huck is not different from the people who belittle Jim as a black identity. However, the moment when change starts in Huck is when Huck sees how much Jim loves and cares him, and tries to keep him away from the danger. In chapter 15, Huck wants to trick Jim and he pretends as if he has drowned on the river. He lays still without moving like a dead person, and he tries to convince Jim that he is dead. The only thing he wants is to fool Jim and make him look stupid. Huck describes how he tricks Jim; "… I was floating along, of course, four or five miles an hour; but you don't ever think of that. No, you feel like you are laying dead still on the water." (Twain,1947,121) He stays on the water motionless so that Jim can see him and think him dead. Then, Huck goes near Jim revealing that he is not dead. This moment leads to a change in Huck, because Jim shows his sincere feelings to Huck and shows him how pleased he is when he sees Huck alive. (Twain,1947, 126) As these lines suggest, his perspective begins to change and Huck begins to see Jim as a human being rather than simply regarding him as a slave. After this moment, Huck gets one step closer to see the whiteness under Jim's black identity and Huck gets to know Jim more and more deeply.
Goodness gracious, is dat you, Huck? En you ain' dead ---you ain' drownded ---you's back ag'in? It
Despite trying to find the white beneath Jim's identity, Huck is also in a quest for his own identity. He is looking for his own self in a world that is created through the lies. Before moving to the search of Huck's identity, it is better to focus the formation of the society as well. Throughout the novel, Twain especially emphasises the society that surrounds Huck with their corrupted rules and defy logic. The society in which white people are majority are known as "civilized" one. However, Twain depicts this society is an example of hypocrisy of a civilized society. Brook Thomas also agree with Twain's description of the society and says; "Throughout Huck tries to find his own way through a world of socially imposed lies." (Thomas,1982, 7) It is known as civilized society where black people do not have any freedom or right on their own, black people are known as innate slaves and properties of white people. Even, when Huck's father "Pap" misbehaves Huck, the judge explains this attitude as a normal right over the custody of the child; "He said He'd cowhide me till I was black and blue if I didn't raise some money for him. I borrowed three dollars from Judge Thatcher ... he said he was satisfied; said he was boss of his son, and he'd make it warm for him." (Twain, 1947, 44) That is to say, it is impossible for such a society to be declared as civilized, they pretend to be a civilized society, however the truth is that they are only a society with their corrupted rules and morality and imposing these rules on their members too. Huck was born in that society, and tries to grow up here. The entire novel Twain tries to depict the transformation that Huck undergoes. As a poor, uneducated boy, Huck distrusts the morals and the intentions of the society where he was born, but which sees him as an outcast and fails to protect him from his father's abuse.
Huck's biggest struggle for identity is to decide whether he wants to act like a troubled child and cause problems for the others or he wants to behave on his instincts which are more moral and more civilized. In this situation, Huck experiences a personal identity struggle and he tries to find his own identity. Through the end of the book, Twain shows that Huck still cannot decide on his identity and; "… he turns out to be Tom Sawyer." (Thomas, 1982, 8) (Twain,1947,287) Huck does not reveal the truth to the aunt and keeps this as a secret and behaves as if he is Tom. Huck is able to act in the place of other people easily. Since he cannot decide on how to act and he cannot determine his own identity yet, he resorts to tell lies and deceive people. This disguise is another deceit that Huck does. Sometimes, he strongly objects to the civilized world, at these times, we see that he could resort to cheat and tell lies to other people and does not want to grow up and become a mature being. While Twain presents Jim as a black slave, Huck is also presented as a white slave in a civilized society. That is why he is in search of his own identity. The key point of his quest is actually disobeying the imposed values of society for Huck, because he soon after realizes that if he follows these values, his behaviors will be shaped by the society, however he chooses to believe in himself, and care his own values. For example, when Jim runs away from their owners, he runs into Huck Finn, and begs him not to turn in him back to become a slave again. "All right, then, I'll go to hell" ----and tore it up (Twain, 1947, 279-280) This is another time when Huck behaves against the values of the society. What he thinks is to take Jim back to Miss Watson, however he again does not go after the rules of the society, he tears the letter up and lets Jim stay with him. This is another point which shows that Huck's identity is not determined by the imposed morals or values of the society.
Huck's level of maturity is not clearly displayed in the novel, therefore, his identity is not clearly determined either. Sometimes he acts as a naughty child, sometimes he behaves as if he is an adult. He does some childish jokes and makes fun of the people around him. In chapter 10, he places a rattlesnake and tries to fear Jim, but he does not consider the consequences beforehand;
I went to the cavern to get some, and found a rattlesnake in there. (Twain, 1947, 84) Huck wants to enjoy by doing so, and make fun of poor Jim by fearing him, but then he even forgets the place of the snake, in that scene he behaves extremely reckless and behaves without considering the probable consequences of his act. This is not the first trick he does to scare Jim, he also acts as if he is dead, but then when he sees Jim's reaction to his death, he regrets for what he has done, and Huck says; "… I didn't do him no more mean tricks, and I wouldn't done that one if I'd 'a' knowed it would make him feel that way."
